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The topics that you will be studying are:
Year 12

e Socialisation, Culture and Identity
e Youth Subcultures

e Sociology of Education

e Research Methods

e Globalisation and the Digital World

Year 13

e Globalisation and the Digital World
e Social Inequality and Difference
e Research Methods

Textbooks are not mandatory but may support you in your private study periods and at
home.

Online textbooks can be purchased for the duration of the course:

Book 1: https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-
sociology-for-a-level-book-1-student-etextbook

Book 2: https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-
sociology-for-a-level-book-2-student-etextbook
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highlighters. Throughout the course you will also need a calculator. It would be a good idea
to also purchase plastic A4 wallets.
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Task 1: Research Methods, Culture, Socialisation and Identity

Key Term Definition

Qualitative

Quantitative

Primary Evidence

Secondary Research

Positivists

Interpretivists

Sample

Complete definitions for the following key concepts linked to research methods:
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Jackson, C (2006) Lads and Ladettes in School:
Gender and a Fear of Failure: Open University Press

Lads and Ladettes in School is a study by Jackson of young people aged 13—14 years old and the
extent to which they behave in a lad or ladette manner. Jackson takes as her starting point for this
research her concern that a significant number of boys in the contemporary UK appear to be behaving
in a laddish way or are being labelled as laddish by the media. Jackson argues this is associated
with the idea that it is ‘uncool’ to work and is possibly preventing some young boys from reaching
their potential in school. Laddism is a set of values which are both anti-school and anti-education.
Jackson argues there is some hearsay and anecdotal evidence that suggests girls are now behaving in
a similar way. She wanted to establish the extent to which lad and ladette culture might be occurring in
secondary schools.

One of Jackson’s aims was to try to understand the patterns of behaviour and attitudes that are
associated with lads and ladettes. She also wanted to find out what motives they had for adopting such
behaviour. She argues that without understanding the motives the young people had, it is difficult to
challenge their underachievement and their general disruption to the school environment.

She also set out to investigate whether ladette culture is similar to, or different from, lad culture. Do
ladettes, for example, also think it is uncool to work; are they also anti-school and anti-education? And,
if they are, does it impede the girls who behave in this way in terms of their achievement?

Jackson used mixed methods to gain quantitative data which would produce evidence of any patterns
or trends in relation to the behaviour of the young people and qualitative data which would provide an
in-depth insight into their views. She carried out a series of questionnaires followed by semi-structured
interviews.

There were two parts to this research. The research took place in six schools, two of which were
single sex. The intake of the six schools was mixed in terms of social class, ethnicity, and academic
achievement. Self-completion questionnaires were administered to all the boys and girls in year 9.
These questionnaires were administered covering a range of themes including pupils’ aspirations and
attitudes to behaviour and lad culture. From the 779 questionnaire responses, 75 girls and 78 boys
were selected to be interviewed. These semi-structured interviews covered a range of topics including
school based pressures, lads and ladettes and friends. The interviewees were selected to ensure there
was a mix of pupils in terms of lad and ladette culture, general behaviour and academic levels.

Jackson followed ethical guidelines and, therefore, gained consent from the parents of the pupils as
well as the pupils themselves. The pupils were told what the research was about and, with the exception
of one boy, they all agreed that the interview should be tape recorded. Jackson, who is a young, white
British woman, conducted all the interviews herself.

In her research, Jackson found that a view expressed by one pupil, Sandy, was one held by many of
the interviewees.

CJ ‘If it was ‘cool’ to work hard in school and you got status from working hard, would you work hard?’

Sandy (female pupil) ‘Yes | would, | would if it was [cool]. But because at the moment it's not, | just
don’t [work hard]. | don’t try and | don’t intend to’.

Jackson also found that some girls and boys became part of a lad/ladette culture because of a fear of
academic failure. It was a defensive mechanism and would provide them with a reason for their failure.
She found it was a desire to be socially accepted that also fuelled ‘laddish’ behaviour in girls as well as
boys. They wanted to it in’, to be seen as conforming to hegemonic masculinities and not normative
femininities.
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In addition to the research on the pupils, Jackson interviewed 17 female teachers and 13 male teachers
from the sample schools. They reflected a range of subjects, teaching experience and levels within the
schools. These interviews tended to last between half an hour to an hour, whereas those with the
pupils tended to be approximately half an hour. The teachers also received a list of topics for discussion
prior to the interview. The interviews were audio taped and later transcribed.

One of the female teachers commented;

‘| think if you talked about laddish girls about 20 years ago they would be the ones that were tomboys.
If you talk about laddish girls now, they are the ones who experiment [sexually] and who, if you like, are

shameless.
Task 2:
1. Read Jackson’s research
2. What was the aim of Jackson’s research?
3.  What research methods were used?
4. What samples were used in the research?
5. What were the findings from Jackson’s research?
6. Jackson took an Interpretivist approach to her research. How would a Positivist

investigate this topic and why?




Task 3: Match the definitions to the key concepts at the bottom of the page

The extent to which the research
provides a true picture of the social
reality of those being studied. The
extent to which the research does what
it set out to do in relation to the
individuals or group being studied.

This research aims to measure and
generate data that are numerical. It
focuses on measurement and
guantification.

The moral issues/ guidance that a
researcher must consider when carrying
out research to ensure the rights and
safety of both themselves and their
participants.

The extent to which the method used is a
standardised one. The chance of
repeating the research in the same
manner each time.

The extent to which it is possible to apply
the findings from the research sample to
the wider target population.

Using more than one type of data to
build up a more coherent study. It is the
same as mixed methods.

The process of defining the key term and
concepts which form the basis of the
research in order to ensure readers of
the research and those that take part,
know how the terms are being used. Itis
also the breaking down of a research
question, aim or hypothesis, making it
measurable.

The extent to which the sample group/
individual is a fair reflection of the target
population. How far the sample group is
typical in terms of social characteristics
such as age, gender, ethnicity and/or
class.

A test study to find out whether the
research is likely to work and to make
changes to the design of the study where
necessary.

A concept that is the German word for
understanding. It is closely related to the
process of achieving empathy.

Reliability Representative
Validity Pilot Study
Verstehen Quantitative Data
Methodological Pluralism Ethics

Operationalisation

Generalisability




Task 4: Sampling

When sociologists are conducting research, they need to plan who they will conduct their research on. In
order to do this, they will use sampling methods. A popular sampling method to use is stratified sampling.

What is stratified sampling?

A sociologist would like to conduct interviews on a stratified sample of 20 students that include different
ethnic groups from Year 12.

These are the breakdown of students in Year 12 by ethnic group:
White British: 60

Asian: 10

Black Caribbean: 20

Other: 10

Using these categories, explain how a sociologist would select a representative, stratified sample of 20
students to interview. How many from each ethnic group would be selected and how?




Task 5: Education

Statistically there are certain groups in society that achieve more highly than others in education.
There are several factors that are argued to influence this such as class, ethnicity and gender. You are
to complete an essay which answers the following question:

“Discuss the factors which lead to differences in educational achievement”.

Please include statistics and specific examples.




Task 6: Socialisation

1. Watch this clip on Oxana Malaya who was abandoned by her parents:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC wM

2. Write down the main points from the clip:

3. Comment on what the case of Oxana Malaya teaches us about the following:

Importance of the family

How are we taught the basics in life?

4. What is meant by the term ‘social construction’?

5. Give at least 3 examples of social construction in society. State why they are social constructions.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC_wM

TASK 7: Sociological perspectives

Within your sociological studies you will be expected to discuss several sociological approaches/theories to society. Your task is to research Functionalism, the

New Right perspective, Marxism, Feminism and Postmodernism. Complete the table below.

Key thinkers

Views of society

Links to a contemporary
piece of news

Similarities and differences to
other approaches/theories

Functionalism

The New Right

Marxism

Feminism

Postmodernism




Task 8: Analysing Quantitative Data

When conducting sociological research, data must be analysed in order to arrive at conclusions.

For example, here are results from a workforce survey:

Source A - Age profile of income groups by quintile

"% 18- 34
% 35 -54
=% 55+

A 30 0 0D

Lowest 2ndincome 3rd income  4th income Highest
income quintile quintile quintile income
quintile quintile

Base: All respondents (2,942)

A summary for this graph would be:

This source shows how age groups are represented in
different income quintiles. It shows how much people earn

according to age.

55+ year olds in the sample earn more money than lower age
groups. 55+ year olds make up 19% of the lowest quintile of
income range, in comparison to making up 40% of the
highest quintile income range. This is a difference of 21%

18-34 year olds in the sample are over-represented in the
lowest quintile with 38%. The highest income quintile
includes 23% of 18-34 year olds. This is a difference of 15%.

Using this format, summarise the data in the following sources:

% of people who said
they were religious:

E",_ﬁ Religion
P&l in the UK

Areligious person 30%

Not a religious
person 53%
A convinced
atheist 13%
Donotknow/no 4% T
response g Source: WIN/Gallup 6]
International Survey,
VOR(EOY) 2014
Most religious Least religious E
THAILAND 94% [@ cHINA 7%
B ARMENIA 92% [2] uaPAN 13%
E] BANGLADESH 93% [8] sweDeEN 19%
Ed GEORGIA 93% [&] CZECH REPUBLIC 23%
B morocco 93% [5] NETHERLANDS 26%
B Fu 92% [E] HONG KONG 26%
il SOUTH AFRICA 91% @ uk 30%
Bl ALGERIA 90% [8] 1sRAEL 30%
Bl KENYA 89% VIETNAM 34%
) MACEDONIA 88% GERMANY 34%

Source = PA Graphics



Task 9: Culture and Identity

1. Read the chapter on ‘Culture & Identity’ and highlight key points.

2. Complete the definitions for the key concepts list on the last page.



pefining culture

At weoukd et ke i ] human influences wene
ganeniad (o yoaar life? Tragic stors of teral chibdren,
guch B4 LIl described on i 1L, ST uS Wery clearly that
i) FILITIDA i3 ADoUt contact with other pecple. Without
il CORLACY we Are pcduced 10 Dasic and instinctive
pehaniar. Bt v hamans work together — a5 they
wsually da = they create cultures that ane complex,
fascinating and utterly diflerént. g awn cultoe always
gppoars to be thu miosl “rioemal, while atner cultures may
gesprm Strange, diffenent sl g inferod in same cases la
iy kWO 8% githnacentrism. Did you NoucE that tha
odd culwre of the ‘Shrbit’ {dgscribed on the laft) was
wciually a description of "Britisn” Denanour aspacially our
ohapsiion Wil cheanlingss, as i1 might apoear R0 SOATIEne
from a very different culture? (SharDit 1 20 anagram of
Brtish'. )

The idea of fculure' & very important o sociiagists
¢ ulture is commonly defined a1 tha way of life of a secal
groug. horne gpociically, the lerm refers 1o “pattems of
poliel, values, albudes, expectalions. ways of Thinking,
foiling and 50 0N wiich people use 12 ke sense of thes
social worlds (Billington ef 3. 1998}, Culture also CONSIEE
of customs and rniuak, norms of behaviow, statuses and
roles_ \anguage, symooks, art and maberial goods = the
aniwe vy ¥ wihsh 2 sogiely eapiessad inseit

The formation of culture

Culture is made up of several different elemnents, Incuding
valyes, noims, CUSImS, staluses and noses.

Values

Values 2 witely SCCRPLED peliefs that somethemd &
vortivwihiie Sm desrabie For exgmpie, mios societes
place a hagh value on human life = although dunag
wartime This value My D suspended. Other examples of
British vahues inchutie fair play, democracy. free wpeech,
achimesment, tolerance, wealth, PrOperTy. Fomantss lowe,
marmiage and famey S5

Marms

pormms e specfes rdes af behauiour that refate 1o specitic
cocial stuations. They goveTn all aspects of human
behaviows. For example, OIS Gouenm thi wwiry wink [prepans
ard eat food, our todet behaviour and 5o on. Norms also
fy i W a0€ supposed to behaes accordeng 10 U
l;de - thal &, thime are nees gowRining what counds as
masculing of fermining Behamecr These norms Nawve
charged in recent years - fior example, onby 40 years g9
weunizn weith young babies gong guit to wear or weanng
prousers o work would have et with sooal disapproval.

Customs

Cusioers are traditional andl reguiar norms of Imehnagur
associated with specific social situations, events and
anniveraries which are often accompanted by rituls and
ceremonies, For example, i Brlan masy poople praclise
the custom of celebeating Bonfire Night on Mowvesnber Sth,
and thﬁumm|mlhrmua+hmngaﬁme

ellagy and wething ol feweworis, It i5 alse the s0C3 custom
i ki Bod the dead M fumrals, and this usaally irohues
oy plalorate 181 of rituainig narms and a ceremony. For
gugrmph, 1t 15 Qenerily expecied that people wear black 2t
fiarsbr ks in Bevign, Tarreng ug M & pink tueedo would o8
reqanded as deviant, or searm-hreaking, behavour

Statuses

&1 meroers of soclely are g @ sncnall porsitinn OF SLATuS
by thesr cultuse. Secskogests petween “ancritred’
siaturses and “achieved’ SlatUHES Beribeed atutes ang foed
31 barth, usually by sbsnilance o bubhoy P earmphe,

and race ane faed chirachesiss pvdvicty mary fesult
i WOMEN and gihng menonties SCCUPYNG Iorr-s1ans roles
i1 SO SOCENEL]. siatises ane those ower whuch
nclivickasls have controd IR Westerm sooieties, such $1atus 15
pormally attared fhasgh gducalion, jobs and sometimes
marrdge

Roles

Locheny expes those of & ceran status to ksha ina
particulas way, A u i racamed i imposed on the siatus
These are coler ey ki a8 3 role. For example, the
role of "doctor’ i acCOMpanied by cufttural exprciEts
abou palsent condaentuahty and professional pehanour

Different types of culture

High culture

Thhnacm:rmﬁnm#suhscr.bed o by tha

pnweﬂl.imﬂwaﬂ.hehr. L. the upper class, [tis
nmbyﬁwmaw by OUeEr Dypees

ol culune, pulumpm#rdm.huuﬂumﬂd

dwaummmmutmum taste, and
mmwmmm.cmmmm
and serious philosophical e

Higlh culture wsually irvolves the appreciation of art,
sulture, darscal M, opeca, hatet, the plays of
Shakpipeane and other cass playwrights, poetry and
“great’ or dassic fperature such s Austen, Dickens etc

of high cultuse believe thesie activites ane
cufturally special g moee wothy because ey represent
the nation’ cuftural hentage. | is argued that theey hiould
bemmmﬁmﬁtwﬁydmﬂl Thas is wehy
society invests mdlons of pounds n @stitutions such as
priueysms and a0 galiénes, and o sbmidiang the arts
B pETS, ard teleron Treat these pursats
mmmnmﬂuw-ﬂmﬁmﬁm
them, e.g. Sky even has a channel, ie. Sky Arts devoted 10
ihe pursu of hagh

plale e

Tha irestitutions which facus on Pigh cufture are usually
gstablishment _e.g. the Royal Opera HousE.
the Royal Ballet etc whach senfoeces thew sense of
impartanoe and hsgh siats Fanaly, following high culturat
pursuils can be @ wey expensive business and gonsegquently

‘WO IETI|RI05 Buiso|dsd T sapdeyd

Ayjuap] pue aanyng

!
|
|
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s high cultural puriaits ans alten out ol e mach of
arclinary peope

Popular culture
Prpulas oF mEss « wltre 14 rrainly associabed with
eribartalnrant cultung = talewsion, Cnemd, B LIS,
popular litErature, RawiEapans, magazines g wnjryed by
tha magority of the population. kast popular cultune i
manufactured mainly by media conglomirates ardier 10
make & prafil

winsl popular culiune (s within risch of ordinary P
anvdl consacuen ty forrmes a major pan al thisr Insune
setivities, Sorme Soaodogists nobibiy pOs-mocernils, e
papUlF cUlburd B3 B viry positve direebamn] DECIURE
increases the choices avanlable 1o peopse in perms of thes
identities and lifastyles, It has opened up all sonts of
possioiibes in terms of our CoRSUMPEON of matenal goods
and haw we live our lives in terms of how we want to ook
and bahave. Popular culture in this Sende s contripuies
b society becoming more diverse and Comple

Howeewer, niot all soooiogists Agres that popular culis:
bas & positive effect on society. Tie kbanost sociolagists,
Claske ana Critcher (1935) argue ihat we are not free 12
make choiges because aur consumption of popular Culnure
s shaped and manipulated by advertsing and gliobal
carparations

oithar 4aciologists see papular culture as an inferiar and
superficial candyfless culture that has resulted in the
durnibing dowmn of intalligence, creativity, Crity al thinking
[i18

Same saciologists have arguid that the type of culture
i« manufactured for mass consurnption rather than oneated
fiar it owm sake @nd, consedgueently, has lifthe OF reD BrUSLE
rrarit compared with the products of high culture.
Maracver, it is suggested that popular culture B harrmhul
because it discourages critical thought (Onhigrs suggest thal
it 5 & eomupting influgnca on young people because
calebrity culiure, N particulas, prowedes treern wilh desiant
and dubious rale madels

Herwevar, i recent yaard, popular culture is bemng
increasingly combined wath high culture i thie weorkd of
Classical music and opera, for example, the omss-Over
success of wngars such as Chariarte Church and classcal
instrurnentalists such as Wanessa Maa and Migel Kennedy
hawe blurred the boundaries batween high and popular
cultune.

Consumer culture

Consurmer culture is the product of the incneasing Emghaiis
an the consemption of goods and services that has
developed over the past thirty years If wea examing tna
pronoery of the LUK, we can s4& that if & still in the prooess
af pwobang frorm 3 manufaciuring econamy 1o a semmce
#conory. Increasingty tactones producing goods sudn a5
gars and televisions ang kess impertant than oompanies that
produce serades such as Danking, FSUIANCE, notets, 351
food, retail g in terens of both egonomic outpul and
nurrbers amgloyed

shnpging hars become 3 magar eisund pastime i the kast
ten yaars and consequently turned the L il 3 COnZJUmErn
cudpune for four majos reasns

# irvestmant in new shopping gxpenancis such s super-
| supermarkas and out f-towm shopping centres

wiiich @i 1o ser regres cather than |ust the

e diatE wrhan et

th taka-ofl al coeline ar |nt@rmat shopping

T sy availability of credi cards and loans

Thi Incrsageng wmportance ol conspiCUIous
Cormumptian - R Buyirg of partcdlar brands, kOgos
and DEsgret i an atlimgl bo gain status and
seapect from others which has been st rarigly

ercoas acped by U peifvertising mdusiry and endored
bry clinbrily ci ilLire

Glabal culture

Cnby 30 ar 80 years 490, our cultung was local and larmidia
Teavelling alroad wis not & comman pctivity; menst af the
products wie v vwere produced in the UK and,
althaugh wa watched Hollywood Filrres. arnd Iestinied 1o
Amarican sngers, thene was a0 3 risasonably eealthy
gritish entertainment ndustry ocusid on pof Masic ard
ralevmion. Today, howeser, It Can be argued gicoalizatet 15
o & profaund influence an i wit T our cultural
wems, &5 Marsh and Feating {2006} note

<< Thi Brtish are increasmgiy a -gl;x".ahzm'_uecme.

Wi appear walling to travel far and wide. We
increasingly eal and drink the foods and beverages
fhat ouv Eurapean o even North Armercan
maighbours coveswame, We i simlar; i ot ideniical
cars, albeit on the aiher sige of the road. MMoredver
oy ConsLMption pathénms ane increasingly influenced
and shaped by the grzwth af global media and
acvartising, | CAA NOW SIE AT ALY hotel raom in the
US4 or Egypd, and watch my favorin Premie’
{pague side kose yet again, Our wovld, that is to 53y
the affiuent Wesien ek, i the wevld of Lesis, &
warld of Gap, 3 warld of raca-Ooia, MoDonakds,
HEM, a warld of Oif of Uiy == [p. 431]

Same sochalogists, epecially postmadermists, argue thal
this global ouitune 15 good for us oecaus it affers us reane
choice in terms of constredling ourf jdentities and bfestyles
Comsequently postmodernists argue that our personal
identities as well @5 our culboral icenty are T influenced
in 3 positive way by a range of cultures Tram around the
waorld

subcultures and cuttural diversity

\When societies becomi [arger and meone comples, Aiferent
subcultures may emerge in the same society, Subcuftures
are social groups tnat are usually commithad b the widar
culure that domnates 4 sOCiehy. Howewer, thiey also
ybsorioe b vales, Norms, Jsoms and ifestyles that are
uniquely their own. Britisn scoaty today hosts a range of
sybcultures and consequently cultural deeersity & now the
norrm. Such diversi fication takes 3 raumber of forms. Far
auample;

@ The modern UK is characterised by rrulticubiuralism, A
ulticultural society. Tis refers to the fact that abaul 7
per cent of the British populabon & made up of ethnic
ity peaple whia subsorbe 9 thie rearrms and walues
of wider Britsh culture whilst remainang comimittes! 10
aspects of their mother aulture such &5 language,
redigian ancl traciihonah Dustoms and nixeaks

@ Eritain is a class socety and consegquently difterent
soCi0-Boonomic groups, &.0. th upper Class. the




airldie-class and the working-class, hawe IReir own 805
5l walues, nonms and lesumn acinahie2s

@ Different regions of Britan - Wakes, England. Scotland
znd Morthemn Ineland - hawe tharir owert CLftural customs
and traditiong

@ Gince the 19505, young peopss haue often organised
rhermeehes N0 spactaodar youwth ouftungs organised
wound fasteon, music, etc. Some of these hawe
=nigaged in behaviour gppasition o societsl walues,
a.g Sagal drug wse, wialence ato

g Sorme members of society may subscribe 1o political
subcultures wiich may be in confict with societal
vahues, 8.9, members of some groups may be
committed to ervireamentalism or feminso and s2t up
SUALS OF Comimanas. o @ out thewr counter-cuftural
values

@ Tra da-criminalisation of homoseaality and
liberafisation of sorial attitudes has bed o the
emergence of wible gay and lesbian subouliures and
<ocial soenes in most large Britsh cibes.

Culture and socety

The concept of ‘culture’ i§ often used interchangeably with
the congept of “society’, but it & imponant i ynderstand
that they da not mean exactly the same thing, Cidture
formes e connection between the individual and society -
11 el the individual how to operate effectively within
social institutions such a; the Farly, marrisge, education
ind 50 an

Bauman (19000 mobes that socialization into Cultune &
abaust introducing and maintaining social order in Sooety.
individual behaviour that lies outside the cultural norm &
gerceved a5 dangerous and worth opposing because it
[hreatens 1o destabdize society Consequenthy, sooeies
develop oultural mechanisms to control and repress such
pehaaour

Culture and identity

Culture plays an imgortant roke in the constructan of aur
dantity. identity generally refers o our sense of seif - this
« made up of two components; how we see gurihes andt
v we think othars sée and judge us

Cultute and identity are cosaly related. Culture is what
finks the individual and thair sense of self 1o society
haciuse wiha we think we are 5 related 1o what socely -
in the shape of ultural values and norms — s3ys we should
b like, We ane born into particular cultural pOEhong oF
satuses = wit do not choose cur social class, gender. ethmic
group, age, religion and natonality. However, there is a0
some choice on our part - that is, we often actively identify
with aspects of our cultune with regard to particular groups
af activities, #.9. a foothall team, 3 fniendshap nebwork, a
fasteon or trend

Theoretical perspectives on the
formation of culture

sociobiology

Socobiologsts gereraly Delieve that Custue 15 the product
af eology or nature, This contrasts with tha sociglogcal

posnl o e Ehat Oullure 15 the peoduct of woul earmng
of e, FOr sxample. hicens (1968 srgued that Diokogy
wmulut.mwhyngcm“nhﬁldmmln-
il @ genits meed b contnue e ile of the social
rowp over time, | e, b0 Turee

blont soclogeits rpedl Tl s 1l hagman behawsaur
mbﬂuq:cllpmmm_mmwmt
wuehﬂtrm:mnmmhhm.m
husrian betunacur o schually nchly dverse Fod gmarnpie, il
wi |00k 81 Olher socites, we can see very different values
and fcems nelating 1o gender roles, marnage, family and
beinging up children Sooologsts argue that if human
behavicr (s nfluenced by beokogy at all it is only at 3
reflex of physical level, ¢.g. we leel hungry or need 10 9O
1o the 1et. Hioweewver, when you look reoee chiahy, you
b that even these balogeal influences are shaped by
culture. Cultural vishues and RO detesmng wihal we sat
Foreunnle.nuﬂ-inmm.ﬁﬂmdmhhin,
arvd cannebalim veould be regasded wath horos Cultural
poarms also determine how we sat. For example, eatng
uhmruxrmﬂudhamnlmmmmuaﬂm
“lable mnm'_#ﬂmwmm wath
bulirnia s normally conducted in secret because of cultural
drsagepival Evein vihan wi 8al ane thaped by cultural nules
= think, for example, about what Dme you hawre "dinner” of
taeakfast

Culture as a system — functionalism

mmﬂﬁﬁlmiﬂwtlﬂﬂ-—ﬁin
Hmmmmmmmtwtm
the mndividual. This belef wart based on 4 Simgle
abtervanon society et before the mdradual i Barm na
itandcﬂnumrdmlyuﬂdshm;ﬂermdeam:ﬂ
the sndnadual
Mhenmumj‘:mmdﬂmmmmm s e et
are characterized by so0al onder rather than chaos of
anarchy. People’s Dehawour 15 generally pattemed and
prednm.wtmirgl.tdmm-vaﬁhecm
soCiety's members were united by & valug Consandus,
meaning that :mmmmmmumwﬁ
] T Fumctonaliges see cultuse & the cirment thal
honds individuals tagether in the form af society and
ﬂmmmrmxtmmmm.

Culture in pre-industrial societies

Durkcheim #gmdmn:mhmdmlmnalmmm
ihat make D sockty - the family, religion, educaton, #ic
- wias 0 socialize ndieduals N0 the value consensus. He
noted that n traditonal pre-industrial socebes,
mﬂza:magumﬁn:hﬁmmmm
wuwammwrm DelurAcur.
Consegquenthy ifi e wo0etes, ndmcual dentity was
mﬂvmm”dmrr.hmmdi. peophe
mmammmﬂmmm:Mrmw
out o complained. These socetes, thevelfor,
demonstrated high levels of solidarity or 500l belongang
mmiﬁmﬂfﬂmmnm Social orderd
wat @ natural outoome of these prodesses

Culture in modern societies

Durkhesm nates, howevar, that industrial societes are
migch: reone complex. The sodal changes that accurmed
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during the 18th andl 19th centurses, such a3
industrialization and urhanization, nave the potential 1o
undermine value CONSAN3US and culiural confarmity
[eCALISE W @EporiEnge A great deal more choice In our
elals and actans; we hinve mone oppartunity to be
imdevichuali. As 8 paialt, Wil bacome tess like each ather
This is pastartialhy dipruptive, belause peapli may Decomi
coniused about whal walues, balels, rules, &tc,

ity shauld lve by and comi o confict W th gach other
Durkhesm cafled (his ‘anomia’,

[respite this, Durkivim hefimed that social onder ok
il e ganarally maintained (although in 8 weakir form
phuiny perwasously), because §ocial EtTtutions comtmee 10
socialipe people into a shamd culture - 1 partcular, the
cultural goals that adhievement, competition and had
wrk are ll important, and that paojpie should be prepared
e take thier place in the spacialized division of labaur,
Le ERi wily hi BConany organizes work, This
eliviston of [abaur reinfonces socsd oeher bacauss it nesults
in people beng gapendent upon edch otiver fiof SOOETY'S
sursival and continuation, jobd 8o N guist, in molation
fram aach other = psachess need wpﬂ'l‘:‘lar'kﬂwﬂﬁ'.m_
e workers, phambners, ks driugrs, and vice vare

Criticizing Durkheim

Durkhaim his been oriticeed for suaggerating cultl iral
consensus and hence socsl order. saclal conflich batwian
groups within the same society S generally neglected
Interpetvisl sociologists ane eritical of Durkhairm because he
seos prophe 85 less impodtant than Society and culture, Le
a if their actions and chiwces ae ghaped solely by social
and cultural forces, and socihzation There s litthe
acknowledgement that people play an active robe in
shaping Quiture. Howweywe, on the positive side, Durkhem &
~robably cormect 1o suggest that there I 2 core culture thal
is widaly shared by 2 majorily of people in a sodety The
fact that you are stting mading his tewt nw in pursuit of
an A-lewel in Socklogy supparts this obsenmaton

Culture as a system = barxism

Whardism focuses on the ecenomi arganization of modm
socaties, particularly the fact that societies hke the UK are
caplitalist yocioties characterized by clags inequaliies in
wiealth, ingomse and pomwer, Social class refers 1o the
Aot of economic power, Le. wisalth, That socal grows
hawe of do not have, Karl han {1818-83) =W Capiati
societies as characterized by class inaquality and canfiict
finge group — the bourgeasle = enemied and controfied the
means of production - the factonas, raw rnaterials,
irwestment cagital — and exploited the labour poser of
anvsthar graup — the proletariat o woorking chiss - i arded
ta make even greater waalth.

Culture as ideology

pdars noted that the
anisress, wsad their wealth 1 accuire potitical and cutural
power As Mars and Engels [1974) stated: “The idias of the
nuling Clids ane i cvesy gpench the ruling ideas, L@ the class

wihsch i the nuling matarial force af tociety, 4 at the same
fheme ity mulling antellactyal force. In ather wiords, culiura
idaas and values are dominated by ruling-class ideas and
walises, iarn calbed thes ruling-Class culbure “ldealogy’. He
argued Pt SO vatitutia such as religion, B ation,
fhe s sk S aven e famity, functiarad to socialize
FOOHTY'S T - ey It working-class Frarmizars =
b accepl nulngrclan. Culluce and, conasquanily, 10 8
thes own low Status and Lack of opportumiy 53 ‘nagnm
‘natural” and a product of Thisr tam shortaoamings. How
tharse agiendids do thig In procuce will be guplored further In
Topee 2

Criticizing Marx

Marx's haory mary be guilty of overemphasizing sackal s
a5 the maen source of confisl 1 madern soceues. Thee B
pvdenoe that gender, resgen. athnicity and nationalism
mary be pust as importank & causes of inequality Manmsm
allan assurras that tha wrir g Cliss ae The pasin WICTIITTS,
o wmn"mmmnmd ideniogy. Hovweaer,
Surveys suggest That the working dass are awane ol
me.mmm b o with il
bﬂmﬁﬂmﬂﬁwuﬂwwqim e Boim
of Wwing standaeds and materalism

Conclusions

Functionalist and Marist aocounts af culture ane probably
corect in thesr assumption Enat cuilture is generally shared
Oy thee whiole, paopss gt marred, live in farmies, sie
education as a good thing, vote in ehactions, fellow the
Highwary Code and mespect the |aw. Snared culture alsa
helps s W0 make: SeRse o e wiorkd, Howvnied, path
thecres. ane probably guity of cwarstating this sharing of
gulpure and, 35 3 pesuly, (sl 80 note that modern SoCEtias
are N by cultural divarsity

Thia debate about cutbure is generally focused on three
major qUestIans

1 & nature respansble for culthug, or i§ ouibure thie
praduct of lesarning? This weill be further explored N
Topic 2

1 Are society and culure integrated mito A pnitigd shared
whole, or 15 sodety chara perized by subculiurs
diversity and possible conflict? This wil be aploned in
greater detal wrhan we gaamire subouliunes nasad on
wecial class, ethinicity, and age in fopic 3

3 Are human bengs cultural robots passively reacting 1o
the demands of cultural and gncial forces beyond thair
cantrol, oo are they the mastersimistrasses of thew own
dastinies?

[eviprpeivisth are Do of bath functionafsm and
Wiasszam for apnonng the ol of human agency in tha
construction of cuiture and identity, They argue that qulture
i actively created by peophe wa social interacton. Tray
weondd argue that cultuse 15 not static — rathar it 1s
cortantly evohang X peaple interpret the actions of
ey anoursd them and make thair own Chaices aoout
thisr pahaeon
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i Want to stretch and challenge yourself?
Try these tasks...

| Investigation into the results: Findings

You are on an investigation team who need to investigate Jackson's findings. The government have
given you the task of giving a brief report.

1 What did she find out?

2 Why should we question her findings?

3 Why should we trust her findings?

4 What methodological concept are you being asked to research.
Consider:

Method: Does it allow the full truth to be wld?
Researcher effect: Do they affect the sample's ability to tell the truth?

Recording: Does the researcher manage to feedback the whoke truth?

| Investigation into the methods: Positivism

You are on an investigation team who need to investigate Jackson’s methods from a Positivist view,
The government have given you the task of giving a brief report.

What would a Positivist want from the methods?

Why?

How far are Jackson's methods reliable? [Argue for and against)

Was reliability something that was necessary in Jackson’s research? And why?

o R e

Investigation into the methods: Sampling

Yau are on an investigation team who need to investigate lackson's sampling. The government
have given you the task of giving a brief report.

Consider;
L Are sample groups representative? (argue yes and no)
B Were samples selected in a blased manner?
3. Were they practical i.e, easy to do?
4, Were they fit for purpose?




